The Enlightenment
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Global History & Geography II




             Period: __________________

The Enlightenment refers to an important movement in Europe during the 18th century.  Enlightenment thinkers were influenced by the Scientific Revolution.  They believed that by applying reason and scientific laws, people could better understand both nature and society.  They also hoped to apply these principles to improve society.  Many Enlightenment thinkers questioned the divine right of kings and the power of the Roman Catholic Church.  

Enlightenment thinkers like the French philosopher, Voltaire, advocated religious toleration and intellectual freedom.  His ideas influenced the leaders of the American and French Revolutions.  Jean-Jacques Rousseau believed a government should express the “general will” of the people.  His book, The Social Contract, helped to inspire the democratic ideals of the French Revolution.  Another French philosopher, Montesquieu, argued for the separation of powers in government as a check against tyranny.  His ideas encouraged the development of a system of checks and balances in the U.S. Constitution.  Even some absolute rulers, like Catherine the Great, were influenced by Enlightenment thinkers.  These rulers attempted to reform societies from above.  They attempted to use some of the ideas of the Enlightenment, such as encouraging education and trade, while at the same time maintaining their traditional royal powers.  Such rulers were called Enlightened Despots.

Questions:

1- What was the Enlightenment? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2- How was the Enlightenment influenced by the Scientific Revolution? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3- Who were important Enlightenment philosophers?  What did they believe? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4- What did Enlightened Despots want to do? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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John Locke and Thomas Hobbes were Enlightenment thinkers.

List four differences between Locke and Hobbes regarding the role of government:

1:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Which of these beliefs from the European Enlightenment still influence us today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Let’s Review:  Answer the following questions:

1. What was Galileo’s idea?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why do you think Galileo took back his idea when the Inquisition or Catholic court told him to?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Before 1500, how did scholars decide what was true or false?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Describe the Medieval view of the earth and the planets. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did Christianity teach about the placement of the earth?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What was the Scientific Revolution?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What invention helped spread new ideas?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Who developed the heliocentric theory?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What does heliocentric mean?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What is the scientific method?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What are the steps of the scientific method? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. What was the Enlightenment? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13: What did Enlightenment thinkers hope to achieve? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14: What were some ideas from the thinkers of the Enlightenment? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15: Do you believe it is possible to apply reason and scientific thinking to solve society’s problems?  Explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
